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Abstract

A famous hadith has been narrated on the authority of the Prophet
(PBUH) that in each century, Allah raises a person from the entire
nation to revive the religion. This tradition has been first quoted in
Abi Dawud’s Sunan, being followed by many Sunni hadith collections
while some have claimed consensus on the authenticity of its isnad
and content. Shaykh Bahayi is the first Shiite scholar quoting it.This
hadith has been subject of Martyr Motahhari’s doubts , criticizing both
its isnad and content, the former due to its been narrated on the
authority of Abu Horayra ,and the latter from four aspects.
Nevertheless, these arguments on degrading the hadith seem
unconvincing. An isnad is not considered invalid for the mere
presence of Abu Horayra, as many Shiite traditionists have transmitted
his narratives. As for the content analysis, the following should be
mentioned: First, the word “at the beginning of” (ra’s) is an adverb of
occasion; Second, the word “who” (man) is a general word which is
used also for more than one; Third, false realization is not a good
evidence to ingeniousness of the hadith; Fourth, for different reasons
this concept is not derived from the ancient Iranian philosophy.

Keywords: Reviver of religion (Mojadded din) hadith, Martyr
Motahhari, Hadith criticism.
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