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Abstract

There are two approaches to the study of the semantic field:
diachronic and synchronic. In a diachronic study, the semantic
changes include the generalization or specialization of meaning,
metonymy, metaphor, degeneration and elevation. In terms of
semantic shift, some qur’anic words compared with their usage in pre-
Islamic era have experienced widening of meaning and increase in
referents, while others have experienced narrowing of sense and
decrease of referents. Moreover other forms of semantic changes such
as metaphor, metonymy, degeneration and elevation can be detected
in quranic words. Identifying and classifying these changes
contributes to the clarification of the meanings of the qur’anic words.
In addition a synchronic approach to the semantic field, considering
the syntagmatic collocation relations between quranic words makes it
possible to obtain the relationship between qur’anic words and draw it
in terms of a network of related concepts illustrated in the form of
horizontal and vertical relationships. This paper describes the two,
synchronic and diachronic approach to semantics and its usage in the
study of the words used in the Qur’an.

Keyword: Qur’an, Semantics, Semantic field, Collocation,
Syntagmatic collocation.
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