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Abstract

Imam Rida 's correspondence in response to Muhammad b. Sanan al-
ZahirT's questions on the causes of ordinances and laws is supported by
different isnad, mentioned in hadith collections such as ‘Uyiin akhbar al-
Rida and Man la yahduruh al-fagih. Based on merely basic Rijali
assessment, these isnad, due to the weak narrators, should be considered
invalid and weak. In addition, the possibility of forging the whole
correspondence by Muhammad b. Sanan has also been suggested as a
further fallacy of the narrative.

This article has critically evaluated the weaknesses of these isnhad, thus
proving the reliability of the narrators and validity of the isnads. The
possibility of forgery has also been rejected as its concept been declared in
the same or close words in other traditions from Ahl al-Bayt and its narration
been made by the traditionists well-informed of Ibn Sanan 's condition.
Considering the validity of this communication, it is rationally induced that
such a detailed and important letter reveals Imam's confidence in the
mentioned narrator whereas it is commonly expected from Imam to avoid
any detailed correspondence on important and effective issues such as causes
and philosophy of Islamic injunctions with an unreliable person with ill
repute as a liar. Therefore, Muhammad b. Sanan is accepted as one of the
reliable Shiite narrators.

Keywords: Imam Rida, Muhammad b. Sanan al- Zahiri, Correspondence,
Causes for Islamic injunctions.
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