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- Wagener, Alfered, (1966), The origin of continents and ocean, translate by John
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Abstract

In Shiite Hadith collections, there is only one tradition mentioning ‘the
centrality of Ka‘ba on the earth’ whereas referring to the phenomenon of
"earth extension’. The aforementioned narrative has been quoted by Al-
Shaykh al-Sadiiq in his * Uyan Akhbar Al- Rida on the authority of
Muhammad b. Sanan from Imam Rida (PBUH.) in his excellency's
explanation for the causes of some of the religious laws. This narrative has
also been mentioned in parts in al- Sadiq's other works as well as in Wasa'il
al-Shi a with only one isnad. In addition, this hadith has not been referred to
until the fourth century (AH) except for that of al- Sadugq. It is worth noting
that some other religions also believe in the centrality of their religious
places.

This paper aims to assess different opinions on the aforementioned
narrative, regarding its text and isnad. Isnad analysis shows that its reliability
is subject to debate. Considering its text and assuming its authenticity, it
should be noted that scientifically speculating the phrase "al-ard (earth)" in
the text "the Ka' aba been located at the center of the earth", refers to Mecca,
leading to Ka‘ba being the center of Mecca. However, if this clause is
considered spiritually, the centrality of Ka‘ba on the earth indicates its
exaltation and honor over other places.

Keywords: Ka‘ba, Earth, Middle, Earth extension, Isnad assessment,
Textual assessment.
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