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Abstract

According to Muslim commentators in their interpretation of the verse
24 of Sura al- Maryam saying: "fa nadaha min tahteha alla tahzini gad
ja ala rabuka tahtaki sariyya"; "But (a voice) cried to her from beneath the
(palm-tree): Grieve not! for thy Lord hath provided a rivulet beneath thee;"
the words "tahaha" and "tahtaki" means as "beneath Mary" and the word
"sartyya" as "rivulet" and according to some, as "Jesus".

Christoph Luxemburg the author of "The syro- aramaic reading of the
Qur an" believes that the words "taht" and "sariyya" are syro- Aramic
words. According to him, the expression "min tahteha" meaning, "at the
moment of her childbirth”, and the term “sarTyya" means "legitimate".
Therefore, the verse should be translated into English as "Then he called to
her immediately after her delivery: "Do not be sad, your Lord has made your
delivery legitimate".

In this paper, based on comparative historical linguistics method, the
words "taht" and "sarTyya" have been examined in both Arabic and Syriac
languages. The authors came to this result that Luxemburg’s views in this
respect is not precise and is to some extent selective. Hence, even according
to Syriac lexical sources, Muslim commentators’ views seem more correct.

Keywords: Syro-Aramic reading, Christoph Luxemburg, Foreign words,
Sura Maryam, Comparative historical linguistics, Orientalists.
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