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Abstract

Broad and frequent narration of a hadith (tawatur) is one way for
ensuring its authentication, about which Hadith scholars have made a
wide range of researches. However, the newly founded term of
"overall tawatur" has not been accurately defined. Three definitions
can be deduced from the debates on it: a) numerous hadiths which do
not agree on their explicit meaning but on the implicit one. b) Many
Hadiths with different contents about some of which there is overall
certainty for its being issued by the Infallible (PBUT). ¢) Many
Hadiths differing literally and significantly, and also in their
denotation being general or specific , but there is an overall certainty
to some of these narrations being issued by the Infallible (PBUT) and
that is the specific ones.

These definitions suffer from the following flaws: a) lack of a
clear distinction between this and other kinds of tawatur. b)
ineffectiveness of overall certainty to an indefinite narrative being
issued by the Infallible ( PBUT); c¢) ineffectiveness of overall tawatur
according to the third definition as this specified narrative is ensured
through other arguments like sound tradition which is accompanied
with other evidences for its truth and etc. Moreover, according to
Akhund Khurasani overall tawatur leads to authenticity of the
narrative which is most specified from the other ones on the same
issue; if such a narrative is to be found, it proves the authority of the
utterance of the authentic, but such a narrative is a mere assumption.
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