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Abstract

According to early Imami scholars' point of view, Ahmad bn
Muh ammad bn Khalid al-Bargi, one of the most prominent Shiite
figures in the third century, was expelled from Qum by Ah mad bn
Muh ammad bn < Isa al-Ash ari for relying on both weak narrators
and unauthentic traditions. Ahmad al-Bargi, however, has been
returned to Qum for unknown reasons after passage of time. Applying
historical and analytic methods, this study for the first time makes
effort to elucidate the reasons for Barqi's expulsion from Qum as well
as his return to Qum.

Based upon historical evidences, it becomes clear that affiliation
of Ah mad al-Bargi with Adab circle on one hand, and antagonistic
approach of Ah mad al-Ash' ari towards Adab circle on the other
hand has led to exile of Bargi from Qum. To explain the reasons for
return of Barqi to Qum, this study discusses the challenges between
tripartite powers in Qum, scientific, political and economic. This study
indicates that affiliation of Bargi with the powerful scientific circle of
Adab paved the way for him to return to Qum. Moreover, strong
bonds between Adab circle and political and economic powers in Qum
made the social status of Bargi high, and therefore paved the way for
him to return to Qum.

Keyword: Ahmad al-Bargi, al-Mah asin, Adab Circle, Ash* ari
Household, Qum.
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