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Abstract

The Early biographers (rijalis) usually mention “the book of al-
Rijal” among the works of Ahmad bin Mohammad Al-Barqi; Ibn
Nadim is of the first scholars who ascribed this book to Ahmad’s
father, Muhammad ibn Khalid Barqgi, and even ascribed Ahamd’s
another book, Al-Mah asin, to the father, as well. Afterwards, some
contemporary scholars including Aqa Buzurg Tehrani repeated this
claim in another way. Among all, the theory of Shushtari, who
proposed the last idea and attributed al-Rijal to Ahmad’s grandson,
today is accepted and argued to be true. However, he made mistake of
comprehending a phrase used by Barqi in his book and hence that’s
why ShiishtarT had such an idea; for the phrase “Sa'd’s book™ refers to
the book of “Sa'd bin Sa'd”, not the book of “Sa'd bin Abdullah”, as
Shashtar claimed. The early biographers’ clear statements, referring
the name of Barqi to Ahmad Barqi in Rijal books, as well as, the
general reputation of Ahmad al-Barqi, are some reasons which ascribe
al-Rijal to him.

Keywords: Ahmad ibn Mohammad Barqi, Al- Rijal of Al-Barqi, Rijal
science, History of Hadith.
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