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Abstract

The study of the Qur’an, especially due to the common subjects with the
content of the former scriptures, has always been of interest for Orientalists. As the
way in which the Qur’anic verses and their content composition are in contrast to the
pattern of both Testaments, the most distinctive style of the Qur’an, which is
presented unconventionally at the first glance, is its incoherence and lack of apparent
coherence. In this research, the historical process of the western approaches on the
coherence of the Qur’an, as well as, the characteristics, factors and backgrounds of
these approaches are studied and analyzed. The chronological evolution shows a
three-stage process: the complete negation of the coherence of the Qur’an, the
admission of the coherence of Meccan siarahs and falling doubt on the existence of
coherence in Madani sirahs, and the emphasis on the necessity of examining
Madani surahs with the supposition of coherence in them. In addition, the features
of these approaches have undergone some changes: change of the polemical
approach into the scientific one, the alteration from understanding the Qur’an in a
process of historical development to the understanding it in a canonical version, the
transformation of the notion of a random combination to the hypothesis of sirah
unity.
Keywords: Orientalists, Coherence of the Quran, Meccan Surahs, Medinan Surahs,
Surah's Unity.
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