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Abstract
Normative ethics theories are classified into three categories, based on the
interpretation of the criteria of rightness and wrongness in moral actions and
propositions: Consequentialism (result-oriented, Dutyism (duty-oriented), and Virtuism
(virtue-oriented). According to the philosophers of normative ethics, the three criteria
(result/duty/virtue) are distinct from each other and cannot be combined. Findings of
this research however show that the Holy Qur’an presents a comprehensive and grand
theory, considering its audiences who totally are not in a same moral and motivational
level. Accordingly, through relying on “spectral attitude” instead of demarcated
attitudes and by organizing multiple Qur’anic evidence, these three contradictory
criteria may be turned into continuous variables; meaning that instead of the relation of
“this or that” between “duty,” “virtue” and “result”, the relation of “every three/and”
should be established in a spectral and hierarchical manner. At the lowest level, then,
paying attention to the worldly and otherworldly consequences of the moral action
(respectively:
selfishness/otherism/utilitarianism) and at higher levels, the virtuousness of the act itself
(dutyism) and finally, the real flourishing of man (virtuism) will be located. In this model,
the moral action is classified based on obtaining God’s pleasure, which is included in
all stages. The closer a person is to this ideal, the more valuable his action will be.
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