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Homonymity and its Role in Divergent Judgments of
Najashi and Shaykh Tusi on Salem b. Mokram

Elaheh Shahpasand1
Received: 2014/10/07
Accepted: 2015/11/09

Abstract

Abu khadijeh Salem b. Mokram, nicknamed as Abu Salamah, is one
of the transmitters whose authority has been subject to doubt.
Regarding the numerous legal traditions, authenticity of which
depends on that of Salem b. Mokram and also the weak transmitters
with similar names which at times have been mistaken with Salem b.
Mokram and subsequently have led to undermining some isnad and
even Salem himself, it is necessary to study this authority more
deeply.

Based on the information about the transmitters and reflecting on
isnad while considering homonimity, this article has concluded that
Tusi’s judgment on weakness of the above mentioned transmitter can
be neglected due to the probability of not referring to authenticity.
Despite the internal inconsistency of Tusi’s judgment, considering
Salem as authentic is the result of “summation” and “preference”
principles. It seems that Sheykh Tusi has considered Salem b.
Mokram as weak due to misidentifying him with  Salem b. Abu
Salma who has been weakened in different rijal books. As a result,
Najashi’s acknowledgment of his authenticity remains without any
conflict.

Keywords: Contradictory judgments on transmitters, Salem b.
Mokram, Homonymity, Najashi, Shaykh Tusi.
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Text Criticism of Hadith in Nur-o-Thaghalayn Exegesis,
Based on the Qur’an

Rahmatollah Abdollahzadeh Arani'

Khadijeh Khedmatkar Arani’
Received: 2014/10/12
Accepted: 2015/11/09

Abstract

There is no doubt that authentic traditions are of great value in
interpreting verses, decoding them, and explaining its obscurities.
Quranic scholars, particularly in tradition- oriented exegeses, have
always sought traditions whose isnad and text can play such a role in
understanding the Qur’an. Nonetheless the main widespread problem
in tradition- oriented exegeses i.e. “removing the isnad” has made the
attribution of these traditions to the Infallible, subject of great
criticism and serious uncertainty, leading to a greater demand for text
analysis and hadith comprehension.

Many tradition — oriented exegeses, being concerned with
sustenance of hadiths, have collected every hadith despite its weak
authenticity ; thus both sound and weak hadiths and even faked ones
have been reported in these exegeses and this is considered a severe
flaw to such Sunni and Shiite commentaries. On the other hand, one
of the main criteria of identifying sound hadiths is evaluating it by the
Qur’an. In this article, some of the traditions mentioned in Nur -ol-
Thaghalayn exegesis have been assessed employing this criterion.
This study shows that a number of these hadiths, in addition to their
inconsistency with reason and scientific data and etc. are in conflict
with obvious quranic verses.

Keywords: Qur’an, Traditions, Hadith comprehension (fegh-ol-
hadith), Text criticism, Nur -ol-Thaghalayn.

! Assistant Professor at Payameh Nur University, Aran and Bidgol Branch
abdollahzadeh arani@yahoo.com

> PhD Student in Quranic Sciences and Hadith at University of Kashan.
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Koleyni's Approach to
Muhammad b. Abi ‘Omayr’s Traditions

Bibi Hakimeh Hosseini!
Received: 2014/05/26
Accepted: 2015/11/09

Abstract

Kashshi, In his biography book on transmitters (rijal), while naming
the companions of the sixth to eighth Imams (PBUH), mentions three
groups of companions using a term according to which later scholars
named them as “the people of consensus”(ashab-ol ejma’).
Muhammad b. Abi ‘Omayr is one of the third groups. He is a
prominent and well-known companion of the three following imams:
Imam al-Kazim, Imam Reza and Imam Javad (PBUT), as well as the
narrator and author of an important part of Shiite traditions. He is also
considered as one of the “authentic hadith teachers” (mashayekh-o-
theghat). The title “people of consensus “ and its requirments, since its
introduction up to the meantime , has been open to debate and
prominent Shia scholars have adopted various theoretical and
subsequently practical approaches toward it from broad acceptance to
criticism and outright denial.

Considering Kafi as the first of the four canonical hadith books
and t the most important Shiite book of tradition, this article has
examined its approach to Ibn Abi ‘Omayr’s narrations in order to
reach a better understanding of his status.

Keyword: Ibn Abi ‘Omayr, the People of consensus (ashab-ol ejma’),
Authentic hadith teachers (mashayekh-o- theghat), Koleyni, Kafi,
Authenticity of broken isnad (morsal).

! Assistant professor of Quranic sciences and teachings at Tarbiyat Modarress
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Abu Zeyd’s Approach to Sunna and its Authenticity
(Hojjiya)
Mohammad Kazem Rahman Setayesh1

Narges Beheshti’

Received: 2015/07/05
Accepted: 2016/01/18

Abstract

Abu Zeyd in his study of sunna, employing a hermeneutic approach,
has based his study on two principles: making distinction between
religion and religious knowledge and embracing historicism. He
considers the term sunna and its wide authorization as religious
knowledge, invented by scholars after the Holy Prophet (PBUH),
therefore short of any justification. Based on historicism, he restricts
the Prophet (PBUH) to the temporal and local circumstances of his
life and considers his sunna as a historical issue which should not been
followed.

To him, the prophetic sunna is not based on revelation, otherwise
accompanied with human faults and not even followed in the
prophecy era. Therefore it was not codified and collected. Abu Zeyd’s
position on sunna suffers from significant flaws due to its relying on
deficient principles and employing them selectively and not
systematically, as well as neglecting documents opposed to his theory.
Eventually his approach to sunna and its authenticity is not acceptable.

Key words: Authenticity of Sunna, Historicism, Religious knowledge,
Codification of Sunna, Infallibility of the Prophet (PBUH),
Revelation.
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Ibn Hebban’s Inconsistent Approach to
Imam Reza (PBUH) and its Causes
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Abstract

There are divergent judgments about Ibn Hebban Bosti, the famous
fourth century hadith scholar. He has reported more narrations on Ahl-
ol-Bayt in compare to other traditionists following the school of
Kholafa, thus he has been called Shia in some sources. Nevertheless
his assessments of the Ahl-ol-Bayt and their traditions are
contradictory. He praises Imam Reza (PBUH) at times and writes of
his successful experience in visiting his grave; at other times he sees
flaw, illusion and amazing elements in the Imam’s narrations. In
addition, he has evaluated some of the traditions and transmitters of
Imam Reza (PBUH) - particularly Abasalt as weak. This survey,
employing descriptive and analytical method on Sunni and Shiite
hadith and rijal (biography of transmitters) sources has found at least
the four following factors as the causes of these contradictory
approaches: strong religious bias, unbalanced personality, scientific
ego and various occupations. A fair examination of the issue shows
that Imam Reza (PBUH) is of great authenticity and his narrations and
narrators are trustworthy.

Keywords: Ibn Hebban Bosti, Ibn Hebban's contradictory judgments,
Ibn Hebban and Imam Reza, Ibn Hebban and Ahl- ol-Bayt.
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Abstract

One of the fields of study in Quranic sciences is the clarity and
vagueness of quranic verses (mojmal and mobayan). Jalaluddin al-
Soyuti assigns one of the chapters of his his book "al-Etgan fi Olum-
el-Qur’an" to this subject, in which he enumerates verses considered
as “vague” with their various meanings. As the causes of ambiguity,
he cites homonymity, rarity of words, ellipsis and etc. and gives
examples from quranic verses.

In this article, Soyuti’s view on the causes of vagueness based on
his statements on the verses mentioned in “al-Etghan” as well as
hadiths in his other book "Al-Dor al-Manthur” has been examined
with reference to different books on quranic sciences and Allama
Tabatayi’s views in his Almizan exegesis. In most cases, Almizan has
considered these verses, due to their context, as clear; however at
times, no definite meaning is suggested and probable meanings of the
verse have only been mentioned.

Keywords: Holy Qur’an, Clear and vague quranic verses (mojmal &
mobayan), Soyuti, Allama Tabatabayi, al-Etgan fi Olum al-Qur’an,
Almizan fi Tafsir al- Qur’an, Al-Dor al-Manthur.

" Full professor in Quranic sciences and hadith at Alzahra University.

(corresponding author) f fattahizadeh@alzahra.ac.ir
* M.A. graduate of Quranic sciences and hadith from Alzahra University.
f.habibi8@yahoo.com



Journal Tahqiqat-e Ulum-e Qur’an wa Hadith, Vol.13, No.1, Serial.29, Spring 2016 1

The Phenomenon of Labeling in the Qur’an
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Abstract

Labeling is a prevalent social phenomenon affecting human relationship
with each other. This phenomenon was also common in the Muslim
world. In this article, to identify the underlying causes and circumstances
of the emergence of this social behavior and its consequences, and also in
order to receive guidance from the Qur’an in confronting it, the Holy
Qur’an was studied.

In this article, using the method of Grounded Theory (GT), the
quranic data have been analyzed and the following hypotheses are
suggested as the result: 1.Arrogance leads to labeling the prophets and
divine scriptures. 2. In the cultures dominated by polytheism, the
emergence of the prophets and a new religion underlies labeling the
monotheistic values. 3. Under the rule of the aristocracy, the ignorance of
society leads to the labeling of the prophets. 4. Worldly and after-world
consequences of labeling are directly correlated with the frequency of
labeling phenomenon.

Based on the findings of this study, it is suggested to put the above
hypotheses into practice and also to employ qualitative methods such as
grounded theory in the study of the Qur’an and history.

Keywords: Labeling, Qur’an, Grounded theory, Prophets, Pride,
Unbelievers
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