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- Good, Ronald, (1974), The geography of the flowering plant, Longman Group
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A Critique on Luxenberg’s Syro-Aramic Reading of the
verse 24 of the Sura al- Maryam

Mohammad Ali Hemmati !
Mohammad Kazem Shaker’
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Accepted: 2016/07/16

Abstract

According to Muslim commentators in their interpretation of the
verse 24 of Sura al- Maryam saying: "fa nadaha min tahteha alla
tahzini qad ja‘ala rabuka tahtaki sarTyya"; "But (a voice) cried to her
from beneath the (palm-tree): Grieve not! for thy Lord hath provided a
rivulet beneath thee;" the words "tahaha" and "tahtaki" means as
"beneath Mary" and the word "sartyya" as "rivulet" and according to
some, as "Jesus".

Christoph Luxemburg the author of "The syro- aramaic reading of
the Qur’an" believes that the words "taht" and "sarTyya" are syro-
Aramic words. According to him, the expression "min tahteha"
meaning, "at the moment of her childbirth", and the term "sartyya"
means "legitimate". Therefore, the verse should be translated into
English as "Then he called to her immediately after her delivery: "Do
not be sad, your Lord has made your delivery legitimate".

In this paper, based on comparative historical linguistics method,
the words "taht" and "sarTyya" have been examined in both Arabic and
Syriac languages. The authors came to this result that Luxemburg’s
views in this respect is not precise and is to some extent selective.
Hence, even according to Syriac lexical sources, Muslim
commentators’ views seem more correct.

Keywords: Syro-Aramic reading, Christoph Luxemburg, Foreign
words, Sura Maryam, Comparative historical linguistics, Orientalists.

" Assistant professor at Shiraz College of Comprative Qur’anic Studies.
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Imam Rida's letter on ‘Ilal ol-Ahkam (causes of rules):
Validity of the isnad with emphasis on evaluating
Muhammad b. Sanan's reliability

Mohammad Reza Naeiny Manouchehri '
Mohammad Hakim 2

Received: 2016/02/15
Accepted: 2016/05/23
Abstract

Imam Rida 's correspondence in response to Muhammad b. Sanan al-
ZahirT's questions on the causes of ordinances and laws is supported by
different isnad, mentioned in hadith collections such as ‘Uytin akhbar al-
Rida and Man la yahduruh al-faqth. Based on merely basic Rijali
assessment, these isnad, due to the weak narrators, should be considered
invalid and weak. In addition, the possibility of forging the whole
correspondence by Muhammad b. Sanan has also been suggested as a further
fallacy of the narrative.

This article has critically evaluated the weaknesses of these isnad, thus
proving the reliability of the narrators and validity of the isnads. The
possibility of forgery has also been rejected as its concept been declared in
the same or close words in other traditions from Ahl al-Bayt and its narration
been made by the traditionists well-informed of Ibn Sanan 's condition.
Considering the validity of this communication, it is rationally induced that
such a detailed and important letter reveals Imam's confidence in the
mentioned narrator whereas it is commonly expected from Imam to avoid
any detailed correspondence on important and effective issues such as causes
and philosophy of Islamic injunctions with an unreliable person with ill
repute as a liar. Therefore, Muhammad b. Sanan is accepted as one of the
reliable Shiite narrators.

Keywords: Imam Rida, Muhammad b. Sanan al- Zahiri, Correspondence,
Causes for Islamic injunctions.

" Scholar of Jurisprudence and Juridical Methods at Higher Studies in Qom
Seminary. mohammadrezanaeeni@yahoo.com
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Methods of Expressing Historical Events
in the Qur'anic Stories

Mohammad Molavi'
Mohammad Ali Dastan’
Yaghub Fathi’®
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Abstract

the Holy Qur'an in many of its verses has narrated the stories of
the preceding prophets and their people. Applying various methods
and special styles, God has created beautiful images of the historical
events and the antecedents' narrative, through which its message is
conveyed to the heart and soul of the addressees. The present research
via descriptive — analytical method, has examined these stories
scientifically, showing that different methods has been employed in
their narration. Some of the most important of which are as follow:
Repetition of some sections, introducing model examples, taking
advantage of indirect propagation, employing characterization,
making use of dialogue for a better representation of the meaning,
utilization of interrogative style, highlighting the role of the masses in
construction and orientation of the society and many more.

Keyword: Qur'anic Stories, Historical factors, Historical style,
Historical events, Imagery in story.

! Assistant professor of Hadith and Quranic sciences at Imam Khomeini
International University of Qazvin (corresponding author). molavi@jisr.ikiu.ac.ir
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Classification of the Indicators (Knowledge and Skills)

for the Familiarity with the Qur’an
(According to the Experts in the Field of Education and
Management of the Qur’anic Affairs)
Mojtaba Shakuri'

Muhammad Hussein Fereidooni’
Received: 2016/06/11
Accepted: 2016/10/22
Abstract

One of the theoretical problems in the field of educational and
promotional qur’anic activities is the absence of accurate codified and
stratified indicators for the assessment of the level of familiarity with the
Holy Qur’an. The absence of the aforementioned indicators leads to the lack
of accurate assessment considering the results of many activities, especially
in the field of education.

In this research by the use of analytical methods and group discussion
technique with the participation of academic professors and experienced
practitioners, the following indicators have been classified for familiarity
with the Holy Quran in the both field of knowledge and skills.
"Acquaintance with the text of the Qur’an "and" acquaintance with the
meanings of the Qur’an " are two macro indicators. "Recognizing Qur’anic
text from other texts", "detection of applying words in the Qur’an ",
"recognizing the position of words in the verses, verses in suras and suras in
the Qur’an ", "reading accurately and fluently the verses of the variant types
of scripts and codices", "acquaintance with the record the words of the
Quran "and" Acquaintance with the writing style of words of the Quran" are
the main indicators in the field of the text. "Understanding the meaning of
the Qur’an ", "ability to find a meaning in the Qur’an", "ability to find
evidence from the Qur’an in speech and writing", "ability to reflect and
receive concepts from the verses", "ability to identify the contents of the
Qur’an in other texts" and "ability to value judgment about the different
concepts based on the Qur’an" are the main indicators in the field of
meanings. Also each of the main indicators has been classified in the three
levels of basic, advance and excellent.

Keywords: Familiarity with Qur’an, Recitation of the Qur’an, Indicator,
Index construction for familiarity with the Qur’an.

' PhD student of Hadith and Quranic sciences at Buali Sina University,

Hamadan. (corresponding author) ms66shever@gmail.com
> MLA. of Cultural Managering, Secretariat of the Supreme Council of Cultural
Revolution. fereidooni_mh@yahoo.com



Journal Tahqiqat-e Ulum-e Qur’an wa Hadith, Vol.14, No.1, Serial.33, Spring 2017 3

Literal and Linguistics Principles for Jary (denotation)
and Tatbig (matching) in the Interpretation
of the Qur'an

Ali Rad’
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Abstract

One of the methods for interpreting the Holy Qur’an is generalizing
its concept and applying it to the new circumstances in the course of
time; a rule known as "jary " and " fatbigh" and used in numerous Shiite
traditions. It is of great necessity to examine this genre of tradition and to
identify the interpretive principles supporting it, considering the great
portion Shiite interpretive traditions been allocated to this genre, in
addition to the criticism of the opponents of the Shia on these traditions.
Moreover, this interpretive rule is nearly connected to the eternal
message of the Qur’an and its being the last divine message.

In this study, applying analytical — descriptive method, the principles
for this interpretative rule have been identified based on literal and
linguistics approach to the Qur’an. the most significant of these principles
are the following: the endlessness of the meanings of the text, employing
the word in more than one sense, considering the general meaning of the
word not the specialized occasion of revelation, considering the word for
the spirit of meaning. Precise analysis of these principles reveals that the
Imams (PBUT) as the founders of this interpretive tradition have
introduced a way to immortality of the Qur’anic concepts and its novelty
for each and every generation who are to come in the future by applying
this interpretive rule; a rule entirely consistent with the principles of
linguistics according to which Qur’anic concepts and connotations will
not be limited to any time or place being applicable to new situations.

Keywords: Qur’an, Non- explicit interpretation, Jary (denotation) and
tatbiq (matching), Linguistics.

! Assistant professor at University of Tehran, Farabi Campus, Qom. ali.rad@ut.ac.ir
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Mulla Huwaysh Al Ghazi's method in dating the Holy Qur’an

Mohammad Farough Ashkar tizabi '
Abdul Karim Bi-Azar Shirazi 2
Abdolhady FeghhiZadeh3

Abbas Musallayi Poor*
Received: 2016/04/01
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Abstract

Specifying the chronological order of the revelation of the Qur’an or its
timeline is to identify and determine the time and date of each unit of
revelation according to different traditions on Meccan and Medinan
revelation, occasion of revelation, revelation order, abrogating and abrogated
verses, biography of the Prophet (PBUH) and using the words and
implications in the Qur’an about temporal events of Prophet’s missionary.
Mulla Huwaysh Al Ghazi in "Bayan al-Ma‘ani ‘ala Hasbi Tartib al-nuzl"
based on his interpretation method and historical background, has done the
greatest efforts in this case using Qur’anic verses, time lists and hadith
sources. Based on his special principles which is obtained from his views on
the field of Qur’anic Sciences and historical issues, he applies methods in
dating Qur’an and achieves new results about the time and state of the the
events of the early Islamic history.

the foremost of these methods are as follows: Classification and
prioritization of sources, Reordering the suras based on their initial verses,
relying on historical documents, depending on the traditions on occasion of
revelation, considering the historical order of issuing legislative instructions
and paying attention to the revelation time of allegorical verses concerning a
special topic.

Keywords: Qur’an, chronology, Revelation order, Descending interpretive
method, Bayan al-Ma‘ani ‘ala Hasbi Tartib al-nuztul exegesis, Mulla
Huwaysh Al Ghazi.
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On the Conceptual Study and Assessment of the
Narratives Indicating the Centrality of Ka‘ba
on the Earth

Parvin Baharzadeh'
Farideh Amini’
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Abstract

In Shiite Hadith collections, there is only one tradition mentioning
‘the centrality of Ka‘ba on the earth® whereas referring to the
phenomenon of "earth extension’. The aforementioned narrative has
been quoted by Al-Shaykh al-Sadtq in his ‘Uyiin Akhbar Al- Rida on
the authority of Muhammad b. Sanan from Imam Rida (PBUH.) in his
excellency's explanation for the causes of some of the religious laws.
This narrative has also been mentioned in parts in al- Sadiq's other
works as well as in Wasa'il al-Shi‘a with only one isnad. In addition,
this hadith has not been referred to until the fourth century (AH)
except for that of al- Sadiig. It is worth noting that some other
religions also believe in the centrality of their religious places.

This paper aims to assess different opinions on the
aforementioned narrative, regarding its text and isnad. Isnad analysis
shows that its reliability is subject to debate. Considering its text and
assuming its authenticity, it should be noted that scientifically
speculating the phrase "al-ard (earth)" in the text "the Ka‘aba been
located at the center of the earth", refers to Mecca, leading to Ka‘ba
being the center of Mecca. However, if this clause is considered
spiritually, the centrality of Ka‘ba on the earth indicates its exaltation
and honor over other places.

Keywords: Ka‘ba, Earth, Middle, Earth extension, Isnad assessment,
Textual assessment.
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